Sex by Clare, Olivia
CutBank 
Volume 1 
Issue 70 CutBank 70 Article 4 
Winter 2009 
Sex 
Olivia Clare 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank 
 Part of the Creative Writing Commons 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
Clare, Olivia (2009) "Sex," CutBank: Vol. 1 : Iss. 70 , Article 4. 
Available at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss70/4 
This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in CutBank by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more 
information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
O l i v i a  C l a r e
Sex
To begin, they lay across each other 
in the shape of a secular cross.
H er expression she had modeled off a Klimt.
He on top. They wrapped around, not one another, 
the invisibility between them.
His face was taken from a photograph she’d taken.
H e’d visited some pornographic sites.
T hey’d seen a cross of limbs—
M aria Tallchief and George Balanchine.
T hey’d seen a cross in the yard of a woman, 
whose breasts he kept thinking of, 
lilium candidum .
This wom an used her shadow to calibrate 
the sun’s position until her shadow 
becam e the dark, and it was time 
to go inside and bathe.
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